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Course Description  
In this course, students will learn the fundamentals of 
screen printing as they create a series of images around a 
central theme or concept. Students will learn how to 
design for a screen printed image,  how to improve 
technically, and most importantly, how to articulate their ideas to others. 

Screen printing is a technique that employs stencils burned onto a mesh screen. Ink is pushed 
through the open areas of the stencil using a squeegee. This technique has been used 
commercially and as a fine arts medium for many centuries. In fact, it dates back to around the 
year 1000 c.e. when it was used in China to produce patterns on porcelain vases. Screen 
printing is very popular today amongst artists and designers for its clean, graphic look which 
can combine both photographic and drawn images with text and pattern. Most of all, screen 
printing represents a relatively quick and inexpensive means to produce original artworks in 
multiples on almost any surface.  

Our projects will start with the basics and move towards more complex approaches to making 
screen printed images. By semester’s end, you will have created a portfolio of work with 
images that relate to a central theme or concept of your own design.  

You should plan on working approximately 9-12 hours a week outside of class in order to 
complete all the class projects on time. When homework is assigned, it will help you prepare 
for or reflect on your class projects. The course readings will provide technical assistance and 
push you to think more expansively about how to create your images as you research other 
print artists. This is an advanced studio course appropriate for studio majors or minors, or 
others with graphic design experience.  
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This course is a four-credit-hour course that meets 210 minutes per week for 15 weeks.  The 
value of four credit hours results from work expected of enrolled students both inside and 
outside the classroom.  Rollins requires that students average about 90 minutes of outside 
work for every hour of scheduled class time each week, in out-of class assignments.  In this 
course, the additional outside-of-class expectations are completing homework assignments 
and projects. 

NOTE:  To enroll, students must have one of these prerequisites: ART 110 or ART 120 or ART 
230 or ART 221 or ART 215 or ART 222 or ART 293. 

Experiential Learning and Socially Engaged Art 
As an advanced studio course at a liberal arts college, Screen Printing is designed to allow you 
to learn as a member of our classroom community through experimentation, discovery and 
collaboration. This means it is perfectly ok to make mistakes, expected that you'll learn a lot 
from one other, and that it is important to apply what you learn to the world around you. This 
semester, your final print will be part of a socially engaged project of your own design 
involving the community as both viewers and participants. For more about socially engaged 
art, check out http://www.artnews.com/2014/04/07/art-of-social-practice-is-changing-the-
world-one-row-house-at-a-time/ 

Basic tips on how to effectively learn screen printing: 

1) Read about the process. 
2) Watch demonstrations in class and ask questions. 
3) Practice, practice, practice. 
4) Ask for additional help when you need it. 
5) Expect to fail many times before you succeed.  
6) Check out what other artists are doing locally and globally.  

Course Learning Goals 
By the end of the course, students should be able to: 

• Demonstrate the ability to design, plan and create technically sound and conceptually-
related screen printed images.  

• Use creative and critical thinking to develop a body of work from a broad, unified  
concept or theme. 

• Reflect on the role of socially engaged practice within the discipline of printmaking.  

Course Projects and Homework 
During the semester, we will complete the projects by the deadlines listed on the course 
schedule. Projects will be critiqued throughout the semester, but formally evaluated only at 
semester's end in your final portfolio. Homework (lecture responses, artist statements and 
reading responses) should be posted on your own Wordpress blog by the start of the class in 
which it due. If you ever have technical problems posting your blog, always send your 
homework to me through email. Late homework will have points deducted.   

http://www.artnews.com/2014/04/07/art-of-social-practice-is-changing-the-world-one-row-house-at-a-time/
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Projects are graded with attention to the learning goals set out below, their relevance to  your 
overall them or concept and the overall quality of the work. Grades are not assigned with these 
objective measures in mind. I expect that each student will develop an awareness of their 
individual skill level and that they will challenge themselves to improve their understanding of 
the medium and concepts. Active participation in every aspect of the class, particularly 
critiques, will help to improve one’s skills and conceptual understanding. 

Portfolio Requirements 
The deadline for final portfolios can be found on the course schedule. Projects will be 
completed in editions of three and numbered 1/3, 2/3, 3/3, etc. There will be a total of four 
projects, the last being part of your socially engaged project. Portfolios will be graded with 
these criteria in mind: 

1.Demonstrate the ability to propose, plan and execute a screen printed image which 
supports the overall theme or concept for your series or installation. 

2. Demonstrate basic competency with skills associated with making clean, 
professional screen prints such as ink quality, print consistency, registration and clean 
margins. 

3. Use elements of art such as line, shape, color and value and principles of design 
such as balance, repetition, harmony and variety to articulate your concept at an 
advanced level. 

Critiques 
In-process critiques will focus on sharing your discoveries about screen printing as well as on 
the quality and development of your images. As students in a 300 level course, you will 
develop your body of work through consultations with me and your peers. For this purpose, 
you should have a sketchbook to jot down ideas, sketch out compositions, and collect research 
and materials and for note-taking during demos and lectures.  The critique serves several 
purposes:  

o It generates verbal exchange about the creative and 
technical processes involved in the bookmaking process.  

o It allows you to get feedback from your peers, and to learn 
to evaluate a viewer’s comments about your work.   

o It encourages you to think critically about the creative 
process.  

o It allows you to change the direction of the work before it is 
completed, thereby involving your audience, to some 
degree, in the creation of the work. 

Readings and Mini-Presentations 
Readings will located in a Dropbox folder that will be shared with you in the first week of 
classes. All readings can be downloaded or printed as PDF files. Please be sure you can access 
the readings well before they are due. Each reading will require a 150-250 word written 
response on your blog on the date listed on the schedule. In your response, you should say 
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what you gained from the reading and how it has expanded your understanding of the course 
goals.  

Each student will give a 5-7 minute mini-presentation on a screen print artist or designer of 
their choice. To prepare, research artists using the books in the shop or that thing called 
Google. Prepare slides or use the artist's website. Start your presentation by giving some brief 
biographic info (nationality, place of residence, schooling). Then show multiple examples of the 
artist's work and info about recent exhibitions. Tell us what the work is about. Say what you find 
interesting/inspiring about this artist's work and how it might relate to your own interests. Ask 
your classmates if they have questions at the end. Do not read your slides. Look at your 
audience and speak in a normal voice. Make it interesting!  

8. Museum Lectures/Visiting Artists 
In addition to our projects and homework, you are required to attend any two CFAM lectures/
events as homework assignments for this course. We are extremely fortunate to have this 
incredible museum available to us as a learning resource.  To receive credit for attending 
lectures/events, you will write a brief (250 word) response and post it on your blog no later 
than the last day of classes. Check http://www.rollins.edu/cfam/exhibitions/ for a full schedule 
of lectures. Any CFAM artist talk, panel or scholarly lecture will count towards this assignment. 
You can also respond to an event at another museum or gallery with permission beforehand.  

Here are guidelines for responding to the lectures on your blog: 
1) At the top your entry, type the title and date of the lecture along with the name of the 

person who gave it. 
2) Summarize the main points of the lecture and point out at least one aspect that was 

new information to you or that you found particularly interesting.  
3) If possible, make connections between this course and the content of the lecture. 

Course Evaluation 

• Final Portfolio (50%)  
• Homework: Proposals, presentation, responses, research  (30%)  
• Participation in critiques and preparedness for class (20%) 

Statement of Academic Standards 
Believing that my high expectations are an indication of my respect for you and for your 
capacity to work at a level of excellence, I will follow the grading standards outlined in the 
college catalog: 

Grade A is reserved for work that is exceptional in quality and shows keen insight, 
understanding, and initiative. 

Grade B is given for work that is consistently superior and shows interest, effort, or 
originality. 

http://www.rollins.edu/cfam/exhibitions/
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Grade C is a respectable grade.  It reflects consistent daily preparation and satisfactory 
completion of all work required. 

Grade D- is the lowest passing grade.  It is below the average necessary to meet 
graduation requirements and ordinarily is not accepted for transfer by other 
institutions. 

Grade F is failing. 

Attendance and Communication  

 It is extremely important to be punctual and to attend every class session, however, please do 
not come to class if you are contagious. Please seek medical attention when necessary.  

If you miss more than three class meetings your final grade may be dropped incrementally.  
Every absence over three will result in an additional decrease, and every three late arrivals to 
class will count as one absence.  This means that a final grade of B would become a B- with four 
absences, a C+ with five absences, and so on. If you are absent for a few days due to illness, 
any effort made on your part to successfully make-up missed work will help improve your final 
grade. Please email me to let me know you are ill and will miss class. In such a situation, it is 
your responsibility to get the information about any missed homework assignments and/or in-
class projects.  

If you are unfortunate enough to miss more than three classes, you may be able to 
counterbalance the decrease in your final grade by conscientiously making up any missed 
work and getting information from your peers and/or myself regarding what you have missed. 
If you have any questions about this policy,  please ask. 

From the college policy on attendance:  “Exceptions exist for absences owing to religious 
observances and college business. If a student misses a class because of either situation, then 
the student must confer with his or her professor as to how and when the make-up work will be 
done, which includes the possibility of turning work in early.  Absences will be addressed by the 
faculty member in accordance with his or her attendance policy. A student will not fail a course 
because the number of religious observances and/or college business absences exceed the 
number of absences allowed, except if excessive absences make it impossible to fulfill the 
competencies of the course. The student’s class participation grade in the course, though, may 
be affected. 
  
--In regard to absences due to religious observances, a student must communicate any 
attendance conflicts to his or her professor before the end of the official add/drop period. 
  
--In regard to absences due to college business, a student must present to his or her professor 
written evidence of an upcoming absence as soon as he or she is aware of the conflict. 
  
It is the student’s responsibility to discuss with his or her professor how and when makeup work 
should be completed before missing class. 
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If the student feels he or she must be absent from class for any other reason, it is the student's 
responsibility to confer with the faculty member to determine whether the absence is to be 
considered "excused" or "unexcused" as defined by the attendance policies. The Office of the 
Dean of Student Affairs will communicate when a student must be absent from campus for 
hospitalization, family emergencies, or similar contingencies. Students will be responsible for all 
work missed.” 

Email  

You are required to maintain a Rollins email account and check it regularly while enrolled in 
courses. However, I will send reminders about our class activities and any changes for project 
due dates via  email throughout the semester. You may contact me through email or text in 
order to schedule out of class meetings.   

The Philosophy of the Academic Honor Code 
Integrity and honor are central to the Rollins College mission to educate its students for 
responsible citizenship and ethical leadership.  Rollins College requires adherence to a code of 
behavior that is essential for building an academic community committed to excellence and 
scholarship with integrity and honor.  Students, faculty, staff, and administration share the 
responsibility for building and sustaining this community. 

Each student matriculating into Rollins College must become familiar with the Academic Honor 
System.  The College requires that students be able and willing to accept the rights and 
responsibilities of honorable conduct, both as a matter of personal integrity and as a 
commitment to the values to which the College community commits itself.  It is the 
responsibility of instructors to set clear guidelines for authorized and unauthorized aid in their 
courses.  It is the responsibility of students to honor those guidelines and to obtain additional 
clarification on if and when questions arise about possible violations of the Honor Code.  

THE ACADEMIC HONOR CODE  
Membership in the student body of Rollins College carries with it an obligation, and requires a 
commitment, to act with honor in all things. Because academic integrity is fundamental to the 
pursuit of knowledge and truth and is the heart of the academic life of Rollins College, it is the 
responsibility of all members of the College community to practice it and to report apparent 
violations.  

The following pledge is a binding commitment by the students of Rollins College: 

The development of the virtues of Honor and Integrity are integral to 
a Rollins College education and to membership in the Rollins College 
community.  Therefore, I, a student of Rollins College, pledge to show 
my commitment to these virtues by abstaining from any lying, 
cheating, or plagiarism in my academic endeavors and by behaving 
responsibly, respectfully and honorably in my social life and in my 
relationships with others.   
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This pledge is reinforced every time a student submits work for academic credit as his/her own.  
Students shall add to all papers, quizzes, tests, lab reports, etc., the following handwritten 
abbreviated pledge followed by their signature: 

“On my honor, I have not given, nor received, nor witnessed any unauthorized assistance on 
this work.” Material submitted electronically should contain the pledge; submission implies 
signing the pledge. PLEASE NOTE: Any instance of academic dishonesty in this course will be 
reported to the Academic Honor Council for processing. In addition, students will automatically 
fail any assignment which is found to be in whole or part academically dishonest.  

Accommodations 
Rollins College is committed to equal access and does not discriminate unlawfully against 
persons with disabilities in its policies, procedures, programs or employment processes. The 
College recognizes its obligations under the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 to provide an environment that does not discriminate against persons 
with disabilities. 
 If you are a person with a disability on this campus & anticipate needing any type of academic/
medical accommodations in order to participate in your classes, please make timely 
arrangements by disclosing this disability in writing to the Disability Services Office at (Box 
2772) – Mills Building, 1000 Holt Ave., Winter Park, FL, 32789. Appointments can be scheduled 
by calling 407-646-2354 

Supplies 
You have paid a $50 course fee which covers most of the necessary supplies, however, there 
are a few things you must purchase on your own.  

These materials will be provided for each student 
through the materials fee for the course: 
Screens 
Proofing Paper 
Chemicals 
Cleansers 
Squeegees 
Some ink 
Drying retardant 

Purchase these materials individually: 
Sketchbook and drawing implements  
Paper (I suggest French or Stonehenge cover 
weight 80-100 lb., size 12.5" X 19" or larger)  
More Ink (speedball acrylic or fabric ink)  

*A few words about being in a studio class* 

During our class meetings, as we work quietly 
together, please don’t hesitate to ask me for 
assistance with your work. If you don’t ask, I may 
assume that you would like to be left to your own 
devices for a bit while you work. 

Also, be respectful of your fellow students by 
keeping conversation to a minimum and by 
taking up only as much space as you really need. 
You may wear headphones and have drinks/
snacks, but you absolutely must clean up your 
area every time you leave. 

All of your projects require additional hours 
outside of class in order to complete them. 
Studio 110 and 107 are open to 2D Foundations 
students from 7 am to 10:30 pm seven days a 
week except holidays. If the doors are locked, 
you can gain access by calling campus safety 
and showing them your R-card.  You must keep 
the studios clean and neat. Only students 
enrolled in this course may use our supplies and 
our studio spaces.  
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 Course And Instructor Evaluation 
At the end of each semester, students are asked to evaluate the course and instructor. These 
evaluations are extremely valuable in the teaching and learning process on our campus. 
Student evaluations help assess student perceptions of classroom learning and often lead to 
improved teaching.  Your feedback is important and Rollins students are encouraged to be 
honest, fair, and reflective in the evaluation process. 

The online evaluative survey is anonymous. Students are never identified as the respondent.  
Instead, each student’s comments are assigned a random number.  You will be asked to rate 
your course and instructor on a numerical scale and through narrative comments. 

The online Course and Instructor Evaluation (CIE) process opens at 8:00 a.m. on the first 
scheduled date.  It remains open for a period of 14 days (2 weeks) until 12:00 a.m. (midnight) 
on the final scheduled date. The evaluation period ends prior to the start of final examinations 
and faculty cannot access completed evaluations until 10 days after the end of final exams. 

Students will receive one email at the start of the CIE period, one after the 15th day, and a final 
reminder the day before the CIE period ends. Students who complete evaluations for all 
classes will be able to view grades ten-days before students who do not complete an 
evaluation form.


