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This intermediate studio art course covers a variety of relief printmaking techniques 
including letterpress and woodcut. Projects include designing & printing cards, 
broadsides and book structures. Students learn how to hand set movable type on a 
cylinder and platen press, create polymer plates using Adobe Photoshop and 
Illustrator, and how to carve and register reduction prints in multiple colors.  

A relief print is one of the oldest and most accessible art forms in the world. Consider 
the potato print you probably made in grade school. You cut parts of the potato flesh 
away, and pressed what was left into some ink or paint, then transferred that inked 
potato surface to some paper and with a bit of skill (and maybe luck)—viola!—a blocky 
image appeared. Of course, artists and printers have created more sophisticated 
processes for using a slightly raised surface to print text and images (thanks to the 
Chinese and later Gutenberg), and we'll explore some of those techniques this 
semester. Our focus will be on creating print objects which help us, as humans, 
communicate more complex concepts with each other. Each project will prompt 
students to think conceptually about developing content for their work, with the 
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sequence of projects moving more towards a synthesis of conceptual and technical 
skills.  

I. Course Learning Goals 
   By the end of the students should be able to: 

• Efficiently plan & execute relief printmaking projects tied to specific learning 
outcomes  

• Demonstrate competency with technical skills related to printmaking 
• Develop a working knowledge of basic typographic and visual design 

strategies in contemporary printmaking  
• Show an intermediate understanding of  how to develop content through 

critical and creative thinking  

II. Evaluation 
Your final portfolio will be worth 50% of your final course grade. Your portfolio 
will be viewed at intervals throughout the semester through class and individual 
critiques. Homework will be assigned throughout the semester as reading responses 
on your blog and project prep. Use Blackboard for submitting written assignments 
and checking current grades.  

The components of your final grade are listed and described below: 

• Portfolio* 500 points 
• Active participation & preparedness** 150 points 
• Homework: reading responses, sketches & lectures*** 250 points 
• Presentation^ 50 points 
• Attendance and punctuality (your final grade can be affected by excessive 

absences and tardiness, see policy below) 
       
*Portfolios are graded with attention to the learning goals set out in the assessment 
rubric, the effort the student made in completing the work, and the overall quality of 
the work in respect to each student’s skill level.  Grades are not assigned according to 
my personal tastes, but with these criteria in mind. I expect that each student will 
develop an awareness of their individual skill level and that they will challenge 
themselves throughout the semester to work towards improving their understanding 
of the mediums and concepts. Active participation in every aspect of the class, 
particularly class discussions, will help to develop one’s technical and design abilities. 
Please come see me anytime if you have any questions about your grade. 

**Active Participation means you are verbally answering questions or asking them; 
you are offering feedback to other students on their work; you are asking for 
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assistance when needed. Preparedness means you will come to class with the 
necessary materials, readings, and homework required to complete that day’s work.  

***Homework in the form of reading responses will either be from your textbooks or a 
PDF  that will be shared with you on Blackboard. Please be sure you can access the 
readings well before they are due. Each assigned reading will require a 100-word 
written response due before class on the deadline listed on the schedule. In your 
response, you should briefly articulate what you gained from the reading and how it 
might help you meet the course learning goals.  

Museum Lectures/Visiting Artists 

In addition to our projects and homework, you are required to attend any two 
CFAM lectures/events as homework assignments for this course. We are extremely 
fortunate to have this incredible museum available to us as a learning resource.  To 
receive credit for attending lectures/events, you will write a brief (250 word) 
response and post it on your blog no later than the last day of classes. Check http://
www.rollins.edu/cfam/exhibitions/ for a full schedule of lectures. Any CFAM artist 
talk, panel or scholarly lecture will count towards this assignment. You can also 
respond to an event at another museum or gallery with permission beforehand.  

Here are guidelines for responding to the lectures on your blog: 
1) At the top your entry, type the title and date of the lecture along with the 

name of the person who gave it. 
2) Summarize the main points of the lecture and point out at least one aspect 

that was new information to you or that you found particularly interesting.  
3) If possible, make connections between this course and the content of the 

lecture. 

^Presentation: Each student will give a 5-7 minute presentation on a relief printmaker 
from one of the readings. To prepare, research an artist using the books in the shop or 
Google the artist's website. Prepare 5-7 slides. Start your presentation by giving some 
brief biographic info (nationality, place of residence, schooling). Then show multiple 
examples of the artist's work and info about recent exhibitions. Tell us what the work is 
about. Say what you find interesting/inspiring about this artist's work and how it might 
relate to your own interests. Ask your classmates if they have questions at the end. Do 
not read your slides. Look at your audience and speak in an audible voice. Make it 
interesting!  

III. Critiques 
Throughout the course, we will be discussing your work together.  This serves several 
purposes:  

http://www.rollins.edu/cfam/exhibitions/
http://www.rollins.edu/cfam/exhibitions/
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o It generates verbal exchange about the 
creative and technical processes involved 
in this process.  

o It allows you to get feedback from your 
peers, and to learn to evaluate a viewer’s 
comments about your work.   

o It encourages you to think critically about 
the creative process.  

o It allows you to change the direction of the 
work before it is completed, thereby 
involving your audience, to some degree, 
in the creation of the work. 

IV. Attendance and Tardiness Policy 
It is extremely important to be punctual and to attend 
every class session, however, please do not come to 
class if you are contagious. Please seek medical 
attention when necessary.  

If you miss ONE OR MORE UNEXCUSED CLASS 
MEETINGS your final grade may be dropped 
incrementally by a half letter grade for each 
excessive absence. Please email me to let me know 
you are ill and will miss class. In such a situation, it is 
your responsibility to get the information about any 
missed homework assignments and/or in-class 
projects.  

EXCUSED ABSENCES are defined as: 
• Representing Rollins College formally on an 

athletic team or an approved academic 
forum. 

• Extreme health emergency that requires 
hospitalization or medical intervention.  A 
cold that results in a doctor's visit does not 
constitute an "extreme health emergency."  
In the case of a medical emergency, the student must provide written 
medical documentation. 

• Extreme family emergency.  For example, a death in the immediate family.  
Roommate problems, legal proceedings, arrests, are NOT considered "family 
emergencies." (A parent or legal guardian must document any family 
emergency).   

*A word about being in a studio 
class* 

During our class meetings, as we 
work quietly together in the 

studios, please don’t hesitate to 
ask me for assistance with your 

work. If you don’t ask, I may 
assume that you would like to be 
left to your own devices for a bit 

while you work. It is YOUR 
responsibility to ask for help when 

you need it.  

Also, be respectful of your fellow 
students by keeping conversation 

to a minimum and by taking up 
only as much space as you really 
need. You may wear headphones 
and have drinks/snacks, but you 

absolutely must clean up your area 
every time you leave. The studio 
assigned for your course is open 

only to students enrolled in it from 
7 am to 10:30 pm seven days a 

week except holidays with a 
current Rollins r-card ID. Students 

NOT enrolled in a studio course are 
not permitted in the studios.   

Printmaking courses will require 
that you reserve the equipment for 
individual work sessions.  Please 
communicate with your instructor 

about when you will be working in 
the studio outside of class. 
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• The student must notify the professor of any emergency in a timely fashion 
(by e-mail, phone, or in person).  If notification is sent by e-mail, the professor 
will respond acknowledging the message.  If no response is given, the e-mail 
is considered not received.  Once the professor has been notified, all written 
documentation must be submitted in person within one week of the 
absence.   

• The professor is the final arbiter of whether or not to consider an absence 
"excused" based on the circumstances and documentation on a case by case 
basis. 

• Traveling home early for holidays IS NOT an excused absence. 

V. Communication 
You are required to maintain a Rollins email account and check it regularly for this 
course. I will send reminders about our class activities and any changes for due dates 
via email throughout the semester. You may contact me through email in order to 
schedule out of class meetings.   

VI. Statement of Academic Standards 
Believing that my high expectations are an indication of my respect for you and for 
your capacity to work at a level of excellence, I will follow the grading standards 
outlined in the college catalog: 

Grade A is reserved for work that is exceptional in quality and shows keen 
insight, understanding, and initiative. 

Grade B is given for work that is consistently superior and shows interest, 
effort, or originality. 

Grade C is a respectable grade.  It reflects consistent daily preparation and 
satisfactory completion of all work required. 

Grade D- is the lowest passing grade.  It is below the average necessary to 
meet graduation requirements and ordinarily is not accepted for transfer by 
other institutions. 

Grade F is failing. 

VII. Credit Hour Statement 
Rollins College offers four-credit-hour courses that provide three (50-minute) hours of 
direct or indirect instructional contact. The value of four credit hours reflects the 
substantial individual attention each student receives from instructors as well as 
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additional out-of-class activities. Faculty require that students undertake at least 7.5 
(60-minute) hours of outside work per week, averaged over the course’s duration and 
equaling two and one-half (2.5) 60-minute hours of outside work for every one (50 
minute) hour of scheduled class time. In this course, the additional outside-of-class 
expectations are homework, readings, reading responses, presentations and projects. 

VIII. Course And Instructor Evaluation 
At the end of each semester, students are asked to evaluate the course and instructor. 
These evaluations are extremely valuable in the teaching and learning process on our 
campus. Student evaluations help assess student perceptions of classroom learning 
and often lead to improved teaching.  Your feedback is important and Rollins students 
are encouraged to be honest, fair, and reflective in the evaluation process. 

The online evaluative survey is anonymous. Students are never identified as the 
respondent.  Instead, each student’s comments are assigned a random number.  You 
will be asked to rate your course and instructor on a numerical scale and through 
narrative comments. 

The online Course and Instructor Evaluation (CIE) process opens at 8:00 a.m. on the 
first scheduled date.  It remains open for a period of 14 days (2 weeks) until 12:00 a.m. 
(midnight) on the final scheduled date. The evaluation period ends prior to the start of 
final examinations and faculty cannot access completed evaluations until 10 days after 
the end of final exams. 

Students will receive one email at the start of the CIE period, one after the 15th day, 
and a final reminder the day before the CIE period ends. Students who complete 
evaluations for all classes will be able to view grades ten-days before students who do 
not complete an evaluation form. 

Other important information: 
Academic Honor Code Reaffirmation (click on link)  
Disability Services (click on link)  
Title IX Statement (click on link)  

IX. Required Texts 

1. For the Love of Letterpress by Cathy Ruggie Saunders and Martha Chiplis 
http://www.amazon.com/Love-Letterpress-Printing-Handbook-Instructors/dp/
1408139413/ref=sr_1_1?
s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1439821147&sr=1-1&keywords=for+the+love+of+letterpress 

2. Letterpress Now by Jessica C. White 

https://rpublic.rollins.edu/sites/ASCPS/Shared%20Documents/Syllabi%20Statements/syllabi-statement-academic-honor-code.pdf
https://rpublic.rollins.edu/sites/ASCPS/Shared%20Documents/Syllabi%20Statements/syllabi-statement-disability-services.pdf
https://rpublic.rollins.edu/sites/ASCPS/Shared%20Documents/Syllabi%20Statements/syllabi-statement-title-ix.pdf
http://www.amazon.com/Love-Letterpress-Printing-Handbook-Instructors/dp/1408139413/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1439821147&sr=1-1&keywords=for+the+love+of+letterpress
http://www.amazon.com/Love-Letterpress-Printing-Handbook-Instructors/dp/1408139413/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1439821147&sr=1-1&keywords=for+the+love+of+letterpress
http://www.amazon.com/Love-Letterpress-Printing-Handbook-Instructors/dp/1408139413/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1439821147&sr=1-1&keywords=for+the+love+of+letterpress
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http://www.amazon.com/Letterpress-Now-Guide-Printing-Methods/dp/1454703296/
ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1439821317&sr=1-1&keywords=letterpress+now 

3. The Woodcut Artist’s Handbook by George A. Walker https://www.amazon.com/
Woodcut-Artists-Handbook-Techniques-Printmaking/dp/1554076358/ref=sr_1_1?
s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484594998&sr=1-1&keywords=the+woodcut+artist 

Other course readings will be provided as PDF selections through a shared Dropbox 
folder. You will need to sign up for Dropbox to access the readings if you do not already 
have an account (its free). The link for the folder will be sent through your Rollins email.  

XII. Materials 
The materials listed just below are provided by department using the course fee of 
$50. You will need to purchase additional materials for some projects (read on). 

Provided for you: 
• Limited quantities of Arches Text & French paper 
• Newsprint for proofing  
• Rubber-based letterpress ink &modifiers 
• Water-based relief ink 
• Flexi-cut  
• Bookbinding thread/board/tools 
• Other basic shop tools like knives, rulers, etc. 
• One set of wood/lino cutters (borrowed)  
• Basic cover paper  
• Speedball brayer 2”-4” 
• Scissors 
• Access to copier machine which uses toner or laser printer (pay with your Rcard)  

Other necessary materials that you must provide: 
• Any speciality paper and additional paper needed for projects 
• Basic 1/4” plywood for the wood cut project ($20) 
• Polymer plates from www.boxcar.com as needed ($30-50) 

Local Art Suppliers offering Rollins discount: 
Art Systems 407-679-4700 
Sam Flax 407-898-9785 

Online Suppliers: 
www.blickart.com 

http://www.amazon.com/Letterpress-Now-Guide-Printing-Methods/dp/1454703296/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1439821317&sr=1-1&keywords=letterpress+now
http://www.amazon.com/Letterpress-Now-Guide-Printing-Methods/dp/1454703296/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1439821317&sr=1-1&keywords=letterpress+now
https://www.amazon.com/Woodcut-Artists-Handbook-Techniques-Printmaking/dp/1554076358/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484594998&sr=1-1&keywords=the+woodcut+artist
https://www.amazon.com/Woodcut-Artists-Handbook-Techniques-Printmaking/dp/1554076358/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484594998&sr=1-1&keywords=the+woodcut+artist
https://www.amazon.com/Woodcut-Artists-Handbook-Techniques-Printmaking/dp/1554076358/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1484594998&sr=1-1&keywords=the+woodcut+artist
http://www.amazon.com/Speedball-Deluxe-4-Inch-Rubber-Brayer/dp/B003IFY622/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?s=arts-crafts&ie=UTF8&qid=1409158315&sr=1-1-fkmr0&keywords=Speedball+brayer+2%E2%80%9D
http://www.amazon.com/Fiskars-Softgrip-Scissors-Stainless-01-004761/dp/B002YIP97K/ref=sr_1_3?s=arts-crafts&ie=UTF8&qid=1409154153&sr=1-3&keywords=scissors
http://www.boxcar.com
http://www.blickart.com
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www.utrecht.com 
www.imcclains.com  
www.boxcarpress.com 

http://www.utrecht.com
http://www.imcclains.com
http://www.boxcarpress.com

