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ART 110 2D Foundations 
Meets Tuesdays and Thursdays 
Cornell Fine Arts Center, Studio 110 
11 am to 12:15 pm 

Prof. Rachel Simmons 
Department of Art and Art History 
CFAC 107A, office hours are posted 
Office phone: 646-2397 
Cell: 407-970-1026  
rsimmons@rollins.edu 
Course website: www.rachelsimmons.net 

Course Description  
This course introduces the basic elements of two-
dimensional art and the practices of contemporary 
working artists. Students investigate a variety of 2D 
image-making techniques and media, while 
developing a critical awareness of what constitutes 
a fine arts studio practice. Students learn to identify 
and employ the basic elements of art such as line, 
shape, texture, value, space and color through 
drawing, mixed media, printmaking and painting.   
Some projects will be done collaboratively with 
each student contributing one part of a larger 
image. This is a great way to learn from one 
another and create large scale works in very little 
time. This course fulfills the A requirement for the 
former college general education curriculum (see 
sidebar).  
This course is a four-credit-hour course that meets 

This Course Meets the A Requirement 
GOAL 1: Identify and explain artistic techniques and 
styles in their cultural context. 

Students complete projects dealing with 
particular styles, techniques, and periods 
of art. Class discussions and project 
development explore different approaches 
to making art, including eastern and 
western methods of two-dimensional 
composition, painting and printing 
techniques, and types of materials.  

   ASSESSMENT:    
Projects in the course focus on color 
theory, composition, perspective, space, 
shape, and line, and embody the creative 
process, demonstrate inquiry, exploration, 
and build visual skills. Students must 
show evidence of an understanding of the 
styles and techniques discussed in class 
in the development and completion of 
their projects. Each project is then 
critically analyzed upon completion in a 
group discussion. 

GOAL 2: Demonstrate an understanding of the creative 
process, including the technique, processes, and 
concepts of artistic creation, whether from hands-on 
experience or from the study of history and theory. 

Students must develop projects based on 
particular techniques and technical 
processes. Students learn how to complete 
preliminary work in the form of sketches and 
research, learn visual problem-solving skills, 
and be able to evaluate the strength of the 
finished product, and the integrity of their 
process. 
ASSESSMENT:  
Students complete a series of hands-on 
projects that explore various techniques and 
creative processes such as relief printing, 
drawing, painting, and color mixing. 
Students are required to prepare sketches 
and develop project ideas based on class 
discussions, and critically analyze the 
completed work in a group discussion. 

mailto:Rsimmons@rollins.edu
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150 minutes per week for 15 weeks.  The value of four credit hours results from work expected 
of enrolled students both inside and outside the classroom.  Rollins requires that students 
average about 90 minutes of outside work for every hour of scheduled class time each week, in 
out-of class assignments.  In this course, the additional outside-of-class expectations are 
completing homework assignments and projects. 

Projects and Critiques 

We will complete many diverse projects during this semester. Most projects will take 
approximately one-two weeks and will end with a group critique. This is group discussion that 
helps students develop a vocabulary for discussing and evaluating the art they have produced, 
judging its success in terms of the project’s goals. For the critique, projects must be in a state of 
near completion, but do not need to be completely finished. The critique will provide you with 
valuable feedback that may give you reason to change or modify your project.  Projects will be 
collected for evaluation in the form of final portfolios at the end of the course.  
The projects we will work on are: 

• Line Quality (sumi-e ink drawings) 
• Linear Perspective (graphite drawings)  
• Shape (relief printmaking) 
• Value (mixed media) 
• Color & Texture (monotype printmaking)  
• Abstraction (acrylic painting) 

Text and Exams 

Your required text for the course, “Launching the Imagination,” 3rd edition by Mary Stewart is 
available in the Rollins bookstore and will help you build the specialized art vocabulary we will 
use during our critiques. Fine art has its own language, just as any discipline does, and in order 
to understand and be understood by one another as we talk about your work, we need to have 
a mutual understanding of this language. Assigned readings from the text will reinforce your 
understanding of this vocabulary as will studying for the midterm and final exams (composed 
of multiple choice, true/false, write-in and draw-in answers). 

Homework 

Homework will be assigned on a regular basis to reinforce the concepts and techniques from 
the projects, but also to help you prepare for upcoming projects. Homework turned in by the 
end of class will be accepted that day. For each day that homework is late, the final grade for 
that homework assignment will be reduced one letter grade. After the next class meeting, that 
homework assignment will no longer be accepted for a grade. Most homework assignments 
will be completed in your sketchbooks.  

Museum Lectures 
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In addition to our projects and homework, will we attend lectures and events which are going 
on in the museum next door. Students enrolled in studio courses are extremely fortunate to 
have the Cornell Museum open and available to them as a supplemental learning resource. As 
such, you are required to attend 2 lectures/events as homework assignments for the course. To 
receive credit, you will write a brief 250 word response to each lecture and PASTE it into your 
sketchbooks by the following class meeting. Check http://www.rollins.edu/cfam/exhibitions/ 
for a full schedule of lectures. Any CFAM artist talk, art opening, panel discussion or scholarly 
lecture for Spring 2015 will count towards this assignment. Both lectures must be completed 
by the last day of spring classes. 

Here are guidelines for responding to the lectures: 
1) Type the title and date of the lecture along with the name of the person who gave it. 
2) Summarize the main points of the lecture and point out at least one aspect that was 

new information to you or that you found particularly interesting 
3) If possible, make connections between this course and the content of the lecture. 

Evaluation   

Final grades will based on the evaluation of projects (50%), homework (30%), exams (10%) &  
class participation (10 %).  

Projects and homework are graded according to the following: 

• Demonstration of an understanding of the concept(s) set forth 
• Realization of the goals for each project 
• Completeness/timeliness of handing in project 
• Quality of finished projects and exercises 

Your class participation grade is composed of the following list of elements and is assessed 
through observation and discussion with each student on his or her progress. Being an active 
and responsible learner in this course is absolutely vital to earn a good participation grade.  

• Attendance/punctuality 
• Preparedness for class activities  
• Active participation in class discussions, critiques, and demos 
• Pitching in to keep our studio clean 

Projects and homework are graded with attention to the learning goals set out in the handout, 
the effort the student made in completing the work and the overall quality of the work in 
respect to each student’s skill level.  Grades are not assigned according to my personal tastes, 
but with these objective measures in mind. I expect that each student will develop an 
awareness of their individual skill level and that they will challenge themselves through each 
assignment to work towards improving their understanding of the mediums and concepts. 
Active participation in every aspect of the class, particularly critiques, will help to improve one’s 
skills and conceptual understanding.  

http://www.rollins.edu/cfam/exhibitions/
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Portfolios should be presented on time and include projects which have been finished with 
care. This means all projects must be dry and spray fixed if needed and a clean sheet of 
newsprint should be placed between any pieces that might rub together. Your name should be 
clearly displayed on the outside of the portfolio case. Your final portfolio must include the 
following: 

Project 1- Line Quality and Depth 
(18” x 24” sumi-e ink drawings)…include two still life and two landscape (4 total) 

Project 2- Linear Perspective (18” x 24” graphite drawing)…include one drawing depicting 
mega blocks or the corridor 

Project 3- Shape (9” x 12” relief prints) Include two good quality final prints, each with a 
different text-image on Japanese paper  

Project 4- Value  (large mixed media puzzle)…include a clear photograph of your puzzle which 
indicates which tiles are yours 

Project 5- Color & Texture (6” x 6” monotype prints)…include three separate monotypes on 
printmaking paper trimmed down to bleed or with clean margins, each with a distinct color 
scheme (label scheme on the back and sign/title in pencil)  

Project 6-  Abstraction (18” x 24” acrylic painting diptych)…include two abstract acrylic 
paintings on gessoed paper, no representational imagery 

Believing that my high expectations are an indication of my respect for you and for your 
capacity to work at a level of excellence, I will follow 
the grading standards outlined in the college 
catalog: 

Grade A is reserved for work that is exceptional in 
quality and shows keen insight, understanding, and 
initiative. 

Grade B is given for work that is consistently 
superior and shows interest, effort, or originality. 

Grade C is a respectable grade.  It reflects consistent 
daily preparation and satisfactory completion of all 
work required. 

Grade D- is the lowest passing grade.  It is below the 
average necessary to meet graduation requirements 
and ordinarily is not accepted for transfer by other 
institutions. 

*A few words about being in a studio class* 

During our class meetings, as we work quietly 
together, please don’t hesitate to ask me for 
assistance with your work. If you don’t ask, I may 
assume that you would like to be left to your own 
devices for a bit while you work. 

Also, be respectful of your fellow students by 
keeping conversation to a minimum and by 
taking up only as much space as you really need. 
You may wear headphones and have drinks/
snacks, but you absolutely must clean up your 
area every time you leave. 

All of your projects require additional hours 
outside of class in order to complete them. 
Studio 110 and 107 are open to 2D Foundations 
students from 7 am to 10:30 pm seven days a 
week except holidays. If the doors are locked, 
you can gain access by calling campus safety 
and showing them your R-card.  You must keep 
the studios clean and neat. Only students 
enrolled in this course may use our supplies and 
our studio spaces.  
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Grade F is failing. 

Attendance and Tardiness Policy 

It is extremely important to be punctual and to attend every class session, however, please do 
not come to class if you are contagious. Please seek medical attention when necessary.  

If you miss more than three class meetings your final grade may be dropped incrementally.  
Every absence over three will result in an additional decrease, and every three late arrivals to 
class will count as one absence.  This means that a final grade of B would become a B- with four 
absences, a C+ with five absences, and so on. If you are absent for a few days due to illness, 
any effort made on your part to successfully make-up missed work will help improve your final 
grade. Please email me to let me know you are ill and will miss class. In such a situation, it is 
your responsibility to get the information about any missed homework assignments and/or in-
class projects.  

If you are unfortunate enough to miss more than three classes, you may be able to 
counterbalance the decrease in your final grade by conscientiously making up any missed 
work and getting information from your peers and/or myself regarding what you have missed. 
If you have any questions about this policy,  please ask. 

From the college policy on attendance:  “Exceptions exist for absences owing to religious 
observances and college business. If a student misses a class because of either situation, then 
the student must confer with his or her professor as to how and when the make-up work will be 
done, which includes the possibility of turning work in early.  Absences will be addressed by the 
faculty member in accordance with his or her attendance policy. A student will not fail a course 
because the number of religious observances and/or college business absences exceed the 
number of absences allowed, except if excessive absences make it impossible to fulfill the 
competencies of the course. The student’s class participation grade in the course, though, may 
be affected. 
  
--In regard to absences due to religious observances, a student must communicate any 
attendance conflicts to his or her professor before the end of the official add/drop period. 
  
--In regard to absences due to college business, a student must present to his or her professor 
written evidence of an upcoming absence as soon as he or she is aware of the conflict. 
  
It is the student’s responsibility to discuss with his or her professor how and when makeup work 
should be completed before missing class. 
  
If the student feels he or she must be absent from class for any other reason, it is the student's 
responsibility to confer with the faculty member to determine whether the absence is to be 
considered "excused" or "unexcused" as defined by the attendance policies. The Office of the 
Dean of Student Affairs will communicate when a student must be absent from campus for 
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hospitalization, family emergencies, or similar contingencies. Students will be responsible for all 
work missed.” 

Email 

You are required to maintain a Rollins email account and check it regularly while enrolled in 
courses. However, I will send reminders about our class activities and any changes for project 
due dates via  email throughout the semester. You may contact me through email or text in 
order to schedule out of class meetings.   

The Philosophy of the Academic Honor Code 

Integrity and honor are central to the Rollins College mission to educate its students for 
responsible citizenship and ethical leadership.  Rollins College requires adherence to a code of 
behavior that is essential for building an academic community committed to excellence and 
scholarship with integrity and honor.   Students, faculty, staff, and administration share the 
responsibility for building and sustaining this community. 

Each student matriculating into Rollins College must become familiar with the Academic Honor 
System.   The College requires that students be able and willing to accept the rights and 
responsibilities of honorable conduct, both as a matter of personal integrity and as a 
commitment to the values to which the College community commits itself.   It is the 
responsibility of instructors to set clear guidelines for authorized and unauthorized aid in their 
courses.   It is the responsibility of students to honor those guidelines and to obtain additional 
clarification on if and when questions arise about possible violations of the Honor Code.  

Membership in the student body of Rollins College carries with it an obligation, and requires a 
commitment, to act with honor in all things. Because academic integrity is fundamental to the 
pursuit of knowledge and truth and is the heart of the academic life of Rollins College, it is the 
responsibility of all members of the College community to practice it and to report apparent 
violations.  

The following pledge is a binding commitment by the students of Rollins College: 

The development of the virtues of Honor and Integrity are integral to a Rollins 
College education and to membership in the Rollins College community.  Therefore, I, 
a student of Rollins College, pledge to show my commitment to these virtues by 
abstaining from any lying, cheating, or plagiarism in my academic endeavors and by 
behaving responsibly, respectfully and honorably in my social life and in my 
relationships with others.   

This pledge is reinforced every time a student submits work for academic credit as his/her own.  
Students shall add to all papers, quizzes, tests, lab reports, etc., the following handwritten 
abbreviated pledge followed by their signature: 
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“On my honor, I have not given, nor received, nor witnessed any unauthorized assistance on 
this work.” Material submitted electronically should contain the pledge; submission implies 
signing the pledge. 

PLEASE NOTE: Any instance of academic dishonesty in this course will be reported to the 
Academic Honor Council for processing.  

Accommodations 
Rollins College is committed to equal access and does not discriminate unlawfully against 
persons with disabilities in its policies, procedures, programs or employment processes. The 
College recognizes its obligations under the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 to provide an environment that does not discriminate against persons 
with disabilities. 
 If you are a person with a disability on this campus & anticipate needing any type of academic/
medical accommodations in order to participate in your classes, please make timely 
arrangements by disclosing this disability in writing to the Disability Services Office at (Box 
2772) – Mills Building, 1000 Holt Ave., Winter Park, FL, 32789. Appointments can be scheduled 
by calling 407-646-2354 

Supplies 
You have paid a $50 course fee which covers most of the necessary supplies, however, there 
are a few things you must purchase on your own. Nearby suppliers include Sam Flax and Art 
Systems—both offer student discounts. Online suppliers like Blick Art and Amazon also carry 
these items.  

Please purchase the following: 

1. Graphite pencils (range of 6 pencils from light to dark) 
2. Glue stick 
3. Small scissors 
4. Spiral bound sketchbook (9” x 12" 80 lb. paper) 
5. One Pink Pearl eraser 
6. Acrylic paint set (Such as Blick Studio Set of six 4 oz. tubes which comes with Titanium 

White, Mars Black, Cadmium Red Medium Hue, Cadmium Yellow Medium Hue, Ultramarine 
Blue, and Phthalo Green. Then add one 4 oz. tube of Cadium Yellow Light and one 
Quinacridone Magenta ) http://www.dickblick.com/products/blick-studio-acrylics/ 

7. A few cheap plastic mixing knives (not expensive. metal painting knives)  
8. Acrylic brushes (3-5 total: at least one small flat #2, one medium round #8, one large filbert 

#12, one inexpensive 4" wide brush) 
9. Portfolio Carrying Case, laminated heavy paper, 23” x 31” (1) 
10. A tackle box to carry supplies 
11. Required Text (some copies at bookstore, otherwise amazon.com): 

http://www.dickblick.com/products/blick-studio-acrylics/
http://amazon.com
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Launching the Imagination by Mary Stewart , Paperback: 400 pages, Publisher: McGraw-Hill 
Humanities/Social Sciences/Languages; most recent edition (November 21, 2007), Language: 
English, ISBN-10: 0073526487, ISBN-13: 978-0073526485 

Local suppliers: 

Art Systems www.artsystemsfl.com/ 
1740 State Road 436 Winter Park, FL 32792-1932 
(407) 679-4700 

Sam Flax Orlando 
http://www.samflaxsouth.com/157/Orlando.htm 
1800 E. Colonial Dr. 
Orlando, FL 32803 
Phone: (407) 898-9785 
Fax: (407) 898-9066 
Email: OrlandoSales@flaxorl.com 

Online suppliers dickblick.com, amazon.com, utrechtart.com 

Course And Instructor Evaluation 
At the end of each semester, students are asked to evaluate the course and instructor. These 
evaluations are extremely valuable in the teaching and learning process on our campus. 
Student evaluations help assess student perceptions of classroom learning and often lead to 
improved teaching.  Your feedback is important and Rollins students are encouraged to be 
honest, fair, and reflective in the evaluation process. 

The online evaluative survey is anonymous. Students are never identified as the respondent.  
Instead, each student’s comments are assigned a random number.  You will be asked to rate 
your course and instructor on a numerical scale and through narrative comments. 

The online Course and Instructor Evaluation (CIE) process opens at 8:00 a.m. on the first 
scheduled date.  It remains open for a period of 14 days (2 weeks) until 12:00 a.m. (midnight) 
on the final scheduled date. The evaluation period ends prior to the start of final examinations 
and faculty cannot access completed evaluations until 10 days after the end of final exams. 

Students will receive one email at the start of the CIE period, one after the 15th day, and a final 
reminder the day before the CIE period ends. Students who complete evaluations for all 
classes will be able to view grades ten-days before students who do not complete an 
evaluation form.

http://www.amazon.com/Launching-Imagination-Mary-Stewart/dp/0073526487/ref=sr_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1294166805&sr=1-4
http://www.artsystemsfl.com
http://www.samflaxsouth.com/157/Orlando.htm
http://dickblick.com
http://amazon.com
http://utrechtart.com

